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1.0 Introduction

This Economics syllabus replaces the edition which has been phased out. This syllabus has
been introduced for implementation in 2009 as a response to research findings that were
obtained in 2008. It is also designed to meet the demand of Secondary Education Development
Plan (SEDP).

1.1. Rationale for the Review
The syllabus has been reviewed for several reasons: The curriculum for Advanced level had to
be reviewed to match with the recently reviewed Ordinary level curriculum. Againthereisa
shift of paradigm from content to competence based. A review was necessary so as to

accommodate the same. There have been a lot of changes nationally and internationally. The
issues of globalization are at stake.
Recently the evaluation done on A - level curriculum has revealed that the A — level graduates
fail to demonstrate skills and competences which fully address local, national and global market
demand and self-employment. The response casted doubts on validity and relevance of the A
—level curriculum to real life contexts.
In the review of this syllabus, there are some topics and subtopics which have been removed,
merged or added to cover the gaps identified in the research done in 2008. Economic system
is a topic which has been removed from the syllabus for a clear reason that it is irrelevant as it
covers largely historical pattern of the economy and not applicable intoday’s economy, although
there are some contents of this topic which are found to be relevant merged as subtopics in the
topic which read subject matter of Economics.
Topies and sub-topics which have been merged with others are as follows:
Price Index merged with the Theory of Money, Pricing of factors of Production merged with
Production. These topics have been merged with one another for the reason that they relate
each other and during the teaching and learning process, it is easy for the learner to share from
either topics and make clear understanding of the latter.
Also there are topics which have been shifted from one class level to another for the reasons
that; they have to be merged with the other which they relate, and to reduce a burden in one
class in which there are long topics and too many topics making difficult to cover the syllabus.
Inthis revised syllabus four topics have been shifted from form six to form five due to reasons
stated above. These topics are Price Index, The theory of Employment and Unemployment,
Population and Trade Cycle.
There are three new topics added in the revised syllabus, two for form five and one for form
six; Privatisation is a new topic added to form five for a clear reason that it caters for the issues
which are and have been taking place in the world nowadays especially in our country Tanzania.
v




2.0

Environmental Economics and Economic growth and development are new topics added to

forms, Five and Six respectively due to the following reasons; these topics are necessary as
the former addresses issues which are burning in the world today and the later builds the
capacity of the leamer to analyse economic issues and dealings, and these topics are taught in
higher learning institutions for first time which make difficult to understand the contents found in
them.

Deficiencies were also rectified in areas of globalization, communication skills, critical thinking
and practical skills.

The current economics syllabus has addressed the aforementioned issues. The strategies have
been developed to enhance learners learn how to learn, think globally as well as locally,
networking ability, communication skills, information searching skills and orientation towards
practice. The strategies advocate for experiential learning, independence minded, achievement
motivated, pro-active, adaptive, designs, flexibility, development of vision, take responsibility
and ownership.

Objectives of Education in Tanzania

The general objectives of education in Tanzania are:

1. To guide and promote the development and improvement of the personalities of the
citizens of Tanzania, their resources and effective utilization of those resources to bring
about individual development.

2. Topromote the acquisition and appreciation of the culture, customs and traditions of the
people of Tanzania.

3. To promote the acquisition and appropriate use of literacy, social, scientific, vocational,
technological, professional and other forms of knowledge, skills and attitudes for the
development and improvement of the condition of man and society.

4. Todevelop and promote self-confidence and an inquiring mind, an understanding and

respect for human dignity and human rights and readiness to work hard for self-
advancement and national development.

5. Topromote and expand the scope of acquisition, improvement and upgrading of mental,
practical, productive and other skills needed to meet the changing needs of industry and
the economy.

6. To enable every citizen to understand and uphold the fundamentals of the National
Constitution as well as the enshrined human and civic rights, obligations and responsibilities.

7. To promote love for work, self and wage employment and improved performance in the
production and service sectors.

v




4.0

3.0 Aims and objectives of Secondary Education

In Tanzania, secondary education refers to post primary formal education offered to learners
who successfully completed seven years of primary education and have met the requisite entry
qualifications. Hence the aims and objectives of secondary education are to:

L

Consolidate and broaden the scope of baseline ideas, knowledge, skills and attitudes
acquired and developed at the primary education level.

Enhance the development and appreciation of national unity, identity and ethic, personal
integrity, respect for human rights, cultural and moral values, customs, traditions and civic
responsibilities and obligations.

Promote linguistic ability and effective use of communication skills in Kiswahili, English
and other language.

Prepare opportunities for the acquisition of knowledge, skills, attitudes and understanding
in prescribed or selected fields of study.

Prepare students for tertiary and higher education, vocational, technical and professional
training.

Inculcate a sense and ability for self-study, self-examination, self-confidence and self-

advancement in new frontiers of science and technology, academic and occupational
knowledge and skills

Prepare the students to be responsible members of the society.

General Competences for the Subject
By the end of this course the students should develop ability to:

1.

Communicate, competently and confidently by speaking, listening, reading and writing in
economics undertaking and by using other forms of communication where appropriate.
Recognise and use numerical patterns and relationships confidently and competently in
€Cconomics.

Demonstrate innovativeness, entrepreneurship character, critical and creative thinking,
independent learning, social values and skills in economics.

Demonstrate appropriate use of technology in dealing with economic issues.

Work effectively, independently and cooperatively for self-learning and tasks with others
as amember of a group for jointly decided actions and decisions in economics discipline.
Apply of economic theories in Tanzania economy.

Collect, analyse, organise and critically evaluate economic information; and

Analyse and interpret economic issues using basic economic tools.

vi
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6.0

6.1

6.2

6.3

5.0 General objectives for the Subject

By the end of this course, the students should be able to:

L. Use the terminologies, language and symbolism of the subject with some precision and
clarity for the purpose of effective communication of economics ideas.

Be innovative, use ICT and entrepreneurial skills to solve economic problems;

Learn independently, be creative, think critically and use personal social values and skills
to deal with economics issues.

Apply numeracy skills to solve economic problems.
Apply basic economic tools in analysing economic issues.

W

Interpret economics issues arising from government and non-government policies.

Explain economic theories and show how they apply to the Tanzanian economy. and;
Analyze international economic issues and dealings.

© N o u s

Organization of the Syllabus

The syllabus consists of two main parts. Part one contains introduction, objectives of education
in Tanzania, aims and objectives of secondary education, general subject competences, and

general objectives for the subject and organization of the syllabus. Part two consists of the
table bearing the following information:

Class competences

These are abilities that will be revealed by students after completing the respective level. In
this syllabus specific level competences are found in the prelims.

Class objectives

Class level objectives come immediately after the competences. They state what will be
achieved by the learner after studying the content of the respective level.

Content matrix
The matrix is composed of the following:

6.3.1 Topics/subtopics

This column contains main topic and its subtopics
The main topic reflects the subject content intended to be taught and learnt. These topics
appear on the first column of the content matrix. Subtopics are specific unit contents derived

from the main topics. They appear just below the main topics in the same column.
vii




6.3.2 Specific objectives

Specific objectives specify learning achievements for specific knowledge, content, skills and
attitudes that should be developed or acquired by the learner during the period of teaching and
learning a specific topic area. These are found on the second column of the content matrix.

6.3.3 Teaching and learning strategies

Teaching and learning strategies are techniques and procedures of teaching and learning for
achievement of a specific objective from a subtopic. The teaching and learning strategies
employed in this syllabus are student centred where a student is the main actor. The teacher is
expected to apply a series of active interactions to facilitate active learning of students to
enable students nurture entrepreneurial competences which among others include creativity,
innovation, self directing character, independence, problem solving.

Some of the teaching and learning strategies have been indicated as shown in the third column

of the content matrix. You are strongly advised to use them plus any other strategies which are
applicable and relevant.

6.3.4 Teaching and learning resources

Teaching and learning resources are learning support materials that help learning. A closer
look at the teaching and learning strategies reveals that certain specific resources have been
interviewed with the strategies to facilitate the teaching and leaming of specific objectives. The
suggested teaching and learning resources are found in the fourth column of the content matrix.
You are strongly advised to use the resources listed. Under different circumstances the teacher
is advised to use other relevant and more contextualized resources.

6.3.5 Assessment

Each respective specific objective has been provided with a clear statement which is intended
to guide the teacher in assessing whether students have grasped and therefore achieved the
intentions stipulated by the same. Assessment is found in the fifth column of the content matrix.

6.3.6 Number of Periods

The column of number of periods is a proposal of duration to be used to teach given specific
objective. The number of periods has taken into account the time needed to adequate cover
the specific objective. Some specific objective need more time than others need.




7.0 Instructional Time
This syllabus has to be covered within two academic years of 194 days each. The number of
periods per week for the subject is 10 and the length of each period is 40 minutes.

8.0 Assessment of the Subject
The table below shows the type of assessment and the accompanied assessment measures to
be used. The assessment measures listed in the table contributes to continuous and final
assessment of the student achievement. The frequency for each assessment measures has
been indicated with the weight in %. You are therefore strongly advised to apply a wide
selection of assessment measures in order to develop student’s ability for the mastery of the
subject matter during the teaching and learning process.

Table of the Assessment of the Subject

Type of Assessment Assessment Frequency Weight | Total
Measure Form V Form VI (%) (%)
Term | Term | Term | Term
1 2 1 2
1. Continuous 1. Test 2 2 2 - 10
assessment 2. Project - 1 1 - 5
3. Written reports | 1 1 - 10
| 4. Portfolio 1 1 1 - 5
| 5. Field work - 1 1 - 5
6. Terminal 1 1 1 . 15 50
examination
2. Final examination 1 50 50
TOTAL MARKS 100

g

Acting Commissioner for Education

Ministry of Education and Vocational Training
P.O. Box 9121

Dar es Salaam

Website: www.moe.go.tz

Tel: 2110150-2, 2110179
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FORM FIVE

Competences

By the end of this course, the student should have ability to:

1

Communicate competently and confidently by speaking, listening, reading and writing in economics

undertakings and by using other forms of communication where appropriate;

2. Recognise and use numerical patterns and relationships confidently and competently in economics;

3.  Demonstrate innovativeness and entrepreneurship character, critical and creative t.hinking,
independent learning, social values and skills in economics;

4. Use of technology appropriately in dealing with economic issues; and

5. Work effectively, independently and cooperatively for self-learning and tasks with others as a
member of a group for jointly decided actions and decisions in economic discipline.

Objectives

By the end of Form Five, student should be able to:

4

Use the terminology, language and symbolism of the subject with some precision and clarity for
the purpose of effective communication of economics ideas;

Be innovative, use ICT and entrepreneurial skills to solve economics problems;

Learn independently, be creative, think critically and use personal social values and skills to deal

with economics issues; and

Apply numeracy skills to solve economic problems.
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FORM SIX

Specific Competence for Form Six

By the end of this course, the student should develop ability to:

L.
2
:

analyse and interpret economic issues using basic economic tools:

collect, analyse, organise and criticall y evaluate economic information; and

apply economic theories in Tanzania economy.

Specific objectives for Form Six

By the end of Form Six, the student should be able to:

—_—

apply basic tools of economics analysis;

interpret economics issues arising from government and non

explain economic theories and show how they apply to the Tanzanian economyj;

analyze international economic issues and dealings.

-government policies;

and
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